
1 

 

Marie M. Milano+ 
Director of Religious Education 
Stella Maris Parish, Philadelphia 
e-mail: mrsmilano.gr1@gmail.com 
 
Parish Religious Education has been more than an experience for me—it is a way of life! Back in 

Seventh Grade (1972) I joined a Parish Outreach Committee at my childhood parish of Our Lady of Mount 
Carmel. I worked with parish religious, lay adults, and high school students to develop ways to bring faith into 
the homes of parishioners. Since those pre-teen years I have evangelized through parish activities continually. I 
grew up hearing “charity begins at home” and that, for me, meant share your faith with family which includes 
our Church family. I still feel like that wide eyed, optimistic kid who wanted others to feel the love of God the 
way I did! 
 
Back in 1998 I was teaching in a Catholic School. It gave me the opportunity to teach our faith all day every 
day, but I was concerned for our neighborhood children who were not in the parish school. The Pastor encouraged 
me to begin a CCD program for them. I recruited another teacher and we began teaching 23 children of various 
ages without books or supplies. It required innovation, patience, and faith but 21 years later that particular 
CCD program is a well-developed PREP for over 200 students.  
 
When I retired from teaching full time, I accepted a part time position as a DRE at a neighboring parish. 
Admittedly I needed some bolstering to believe I could do this. Teaching and sharing my faith comes naturally, 
managing a program was a bit intimidating. People I considered my mentors believed in me and that gave me 
confidence to trust my resourcefulness. It was a true blessing to discover that my peers in PD/CARE would 
support me in every aspect of this work. This commitment to the advancement and success of peers is aspired to 
in education but it is a reality in PREP-how refreshing! Professionally, fellow members have been supportive in 
all the detail work but more importantly the spiritual camaraderie is unsurpassed. PD/CARE members care about 
my growth as a child of God and that is a blessing that I can pass on to our parishioners. 
 
I thought being a DRE was the culmination of my work in faith formation and Church family that I have been 
moving toward since I was 10 years old. Now, it seems, God is providing another scaffold in the building of His 
kingdom. If elected to the position of Secretary for the Executive Board of PD/CARE Association I will continue 
my mission of evangelization through faith sharing and outreach that God has been refining in me for a half 
century. My personal motto of “God puts you where you belong” has brought me here and I continue to trust it 
wholeheartedly. 

Employment 2015-present            Stella Maris Parish                      Philadelphia, PA 

Director of Religious Education 

 Manage and enhance existing Religious Education programs 

for the parish 

 Develop program for parish teens and students with special 

needs 

 Develop program for Children’s Choir 

 Update and maintain curricula, staff, budget, schedule and 

education functions  

1998-2014              St. Pio (Richard) School                  Philadelphia, PA 

Teacher: First Grade 

 Average class size of thirty students 

 Included experience with mainstreamed students presenting with a 

variety of special needs and/or accommodations 
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 Additionally served as Religion Coordinator for the school as well as 

faculty advisor for several extra-curricular activities (see below) 

Education 2002                            Neumann College                   Aston, PA 

Bachelor of Arts: Elementary Education 

 

Spring 2011            University of Pennsylvania            Philadelphia, PA 

Continuing Education Credits 

School of Education, Education Masters Program: Literacy 

Accreditations 2005                              Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Teaching Certificate I:  Elementary Education 

2010                                  Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 

Teaching Certificate II:  Elementary Education 

Community 
Activity  

 

 Director, Stella Maris Children’s Choir 

Oversee children’s choir, which performs at all parish Mass 

celebrations, including the Christmas Children’s Vigil Mass 

 

 Facilitator, Bible Study 

Develop and facilitate catechetical enhancement classes for parish 

 Advisor, Liturgy Committee 

Organize, train, and support student and catechist liturgy leaders in 

their role as lectors for prayers, special services, and Mass celebrations  

 Liturgical Coordinator, Stella Maris Parish 

Creation, editing, and production of worship aids for parish and CCD 

services, including Mass celebrations and prayer services 

 Catechist, CCD Stella Maris Parish and St. Richard Parish 

Parish volunteer leading CCD education for classes of about 10 students 

each 

 Parish Representative, Pastoral Council 

Member of multidisciplinary committee established for Stella Maris 

Parish affairs, management, and performance improvementMember of 

multidisciplinary committee established for St. Richard Parish affairs, 

management, and performance improvement 

 Founding Member, St. Richard’s CYO 

Original member of adult council which founded a now-flourishing 

Catholic Youth Organization for the parish 

 Chairperson, Archdiocese Religion Curriculum Committee 

Sat upon a committee developing Archdiocese-wide aspects of religion 

curriculum, including final assessments and prayer services; also 

involved in website design and updates 

 

 


