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Dear Colleagues, 

I am both honored and humbled to serve as President of the Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
Association of Parish Directors, Coordinators, and Administrators of Religious Education.  The 
abundant talent, dedication, and creativity of previous and present PD/C/ARE Executive Board 
members have served to enrich my own store of ideas and practices, and I am most grateful as I 
continue in this ministry. 

Change is in the air—it always is!  I believe that, while sometimes it is good just to settle a bit 
and take things in, it is also good to realize that there is always someONE new, someTHING new; 
new staff, new transitions, new materials, new family needs, new cultural needs…and so it goes.  
It is so good when we come together to pray, to share ideas, to support one another, and to form 
a community.  That is what PD/C/ARE does! 

So, if you are already a member of the Association, take advantage of the many opportunities that 
are provided, both for your personal enrichment and for your ministerial enrichment.  If you are 
new to this ministry or have not been part of the Association in the past, consider joining and 
becoming an active member.  Through our regular county meetings, professional development 
days, days of reflection, webinars, and workshops, we become stronger in our ability to “Go, and 
teach all nations,” so that others may hear “Come, follow me.”  

Finally, I wish to thank all who serve and have served PD/C/ARE as Board Members, and I invite 
all to be active in the Association. 

 

Blessings for a fruitful and grace-filled year! 

 

Sr. Marie Garman 

Sister Marie Garman, IHM 

Archdiocese of Philadelphia Parish Directors, Coordinators & 
Administrators of Religious Education 


